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Export Options in Acrobat
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Export Options in Acrobat
What is Exported
• Productivity Formats
• Top Bitmap Formats
• HTML and XML
• Text
• Page Formats

What isn’t Exported
• Drawing Formats
• Diagram Formats
• Web Vector Formats
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Assessing Acrobat’s Vector Output
PDF to PowerPoint 

Reliable Structure
• Slides
• Outline
• Colors

Unreliable Elements
• Images
• Alignment
• Text

PDF EXPORT

Acrobat Export to PPT is Unsatisfactory for Graphics
Choose another solution
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ORIGINAL PDF ACROBAT PDF -> POWERPOINT

Comparing PDF & PowerPoint Results – Unreliable Elements

IMAGES

OBJECT
ALIGNMENT

TEXT
PLACEMENT
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ORIGINAL PDF ACROBAT PDF -> POWERPOINT

Comparing PDF & PowerPoint Results – Unreliable Elements
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ORIGINAL PDF ACROBAT PDF -> POWERPOINT

Comparing PDF & PowerPoint Results – Unreliable Elements
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PostScript & EPS
• Excellent output, but 
• Import not supported in most apps
• Those that do are expensive (Illustrator, CorelDraw)

PDF EPS

Assessing Acrobat’s Vector Output 
PDF to Page/Print Formats 
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Adobe’s Priority on WYSIWYG, not Editability
• Page received should be perfect match for page created
• Based on all the available Adobe Export formats and 

program features, PDF editing is not discouraged
• Many solutions for extracting rich text; few for graphics
• Most solutions that output graphics, reduce them to bitmap 

objects

Protecting IP – Merit or Myth?
• PDFs can be password protected
• Advantages of PDF format support reuse

Vector Graphics Are Locked in PDFs
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WHY UNLOCK PDF GRAPHICS?
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1
IMPROVE 

PRODUCTIVITY
ACROSS ORGANIZATION
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1 2
IMPROVE 

PRODUCTIVITY
ACROSS ORGANIZATION

ENSURE 
COMPLIANCE
WITH STANDARDS

WHY UNLOCK PDF GRAPHICS?
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WHY UNLOCK PDF GRAPHICS?

1 2 3
IMPROVE 

PRODUCTIVITY
ACROSS ORGANIZATION

LEVERAGE 
EXISTING CONTENT

ENSURE 
COMPLIANCE
WITH STANDARDS
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6 HAZARDS WHEN CONVERTING PDF

FONTS SCANNED PAGES

PLOTTED TEXTQ UNGROUPING

LAYERS WYSIWYG
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FONTS
Fonts are a “can of worms”
◦ Microsoft, Apple, Google and Adobe all 

have their own “standard” fonts sets
◦ Sets overlap in type and style but not 

always name
◦ For example, Arial, Swiss  721, Nimbus Sans 

and MS Sans Serif are all spins on Helvetica
◦ Clones and derivatives abound

HAZARD #1

Real Life Example

Used by scientists, 
mathematicians and 
scholars to produce 
complex documents

FDA Submissions
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EMBEDDED FONTS
What Fonts are Embedded? What Fonts Do I have?

HAZARD #1
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FONT SUBSTITUTION

When PDF is converted, the closest substitute should be used

Original PDF font

HAZARD #1
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FONT SUBSTITUTION

Choices:  Accept, Buy or Map

Original PDF font Font Substitution = Gold

HAZARD #1
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SAME FONT, DIFFERENT NAME
Same Font, Different Name

Solution: Mapping

HAZARD #1
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UNKNOWN FONTS
Unknown Fonts – Convert to Bezier Curves

LaTeX equation (Computer Modern)
Converted to Curves (Perfect Match)

Windows Substitution – Arial and Source Sans Pro

HAZARD #1

\ begi n{ equ at i o n* }
\ i n t _a^ b f ( x ) \ d d x = \ i n t _a^ b
\ l n \ l ef t ( \ f r ac { x } { 2} \ r i gh t )
\ dd x

\ end{ equat i on* }

( ) d = l n
2

d
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Converted to Curves (Perfect Match)

Windows Substitution – Arial and Source Sans Pro
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Opened on MacOS without font

Flavors
New

 

Opened on PC without fontCreated on Windows with “Coniferous-Medium” Font
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TEXT KERNING

When PDF is converted to 
vector formats such as 
SVG or EMF, kerning may 
be the culprit if the text 
doesn’t look right. Kerning is the process of adjusting space 

between characters to make the text more 
visually appealing.

Kerning only applies to proportional fonts, not 
fixed-width fonts

Good Afternoon
Good Afternoon

HAZARD #1
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SCANNED PAGES

Scanned PDFs are simply images in a PDF 
wrapper
◦No geometry, objects, attributes or measurement 

information
◦Use as an underlay or tracing layer
◦To generate vectors, Scanned PDF needs to be traced 

digitally or manually

HAZARD #2
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SCANNED PAGES
24.96

30.47

10.86

.38 .38

.38 .38

HAZARD #2
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PLOTTED TEXTQ
HAZARD #3

SHAPE FONT (SHX)

Q
TRUETYPE FONT (TTY)

CAD Systems use Shape fonts (SHX) and 
TrueType fonts (TTY)
◦ SHX fonts are comprised of “pen strokes” that 

represent letters and numbers
◦ TTY  fonts are the most popular outline (vector) 

fonts for Windows and Mac

The PDF format does not recognixe SHX 
text as test. It sees it as geometry.
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UNGROUPING GRAPHICS
HAZARD #4

When converting PDF, all objects, text, 
attributes and layers are extracted.
◦ The drawing opens as a single object 

which must be ungrouped
◦ Nested objects require multiple ungroups
◦ Regroup areas to avoid unintended 

changes

Quick Example
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LAYERS
HAZARD #5

When Converting PDF into graphics formats, 
layers can be:
• merged inro a single layer
• separated with a page for each layer
• Any single layer can be opened
• Certain layers can be ignored 
• Separation can be by PDF definition, color, line 

weight, spot colors, and other user-definitions
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LAYERS
HAZARD #5

PR
O

DU
CE

D 
BY

 A
N 

AU
TO

DE
SK

 E
DU

CA
TI

O
NA

L 
PR

O
DU

CT

PRODUCEDBYANAUTODESKEDUCATIONALPRODUCT

PRO
DUCED BY AN AUTO

DESK EDUCATIO
NAL PRO

DUCT

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

PR
O

DU
CE

D 
BY

 A
N 

AU
TO

DE
SK

 E
DU

CA
TI

O
NA

L 
PR

O
DU

CT

PRODUCEDBYANAUTODESKEDUCATIONALPRODUCT

PRO
DUCED BY AN AUTO

DESK EDUCATIO
NAL PRO

DUCT

PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK EDUCATIONAL PRODUCT

All Layers (SVG)

Selected Layers (SVG)
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WYSIWYG MATCH
HAZARD #6

Avoid the pitfalls we’ve reviewed to ensure WYSIWYG results in 
your target application

• Use Embedded Fonts or common fonts
• Convert uncommon or stylized fonts to curves
• Use selective layers to remove unnecessary objects 
• Remember to ungroup all nested objects
• Go back to the PDF source or scanned documents to see if you can get 

a computer-generated (vector) version
• For CAD drawings, encourage use of TrueType fonts over SHX text
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Using PDF 
in Visio
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Using PDF 
in Visio

Use supported Visio format:
- WMF
- EMF* (best)
- SVG

Use Visio add-in
- Direct Placement
- Automatic ungrouping

Avoid DXF
- Large file
- CAD object logic

Convert PDF to Visio 
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Short Demo PDF & Visio
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Using PDF 
in Visio

Use PowerPoint vector formats:
- WMF
- EMF* (best)
- SVG

“Insert PDF” or “Insert Picture”
- Opens editable vector content
- Ungroup and modify

“Insert Object” inserts original PDF
- Bitmap Thumbnail or Icon – not editable
- Click to Open Full PDF File

Use PDF in PowerPoint 
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Using PDF 
in Visio
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Short Demo PDF & PowerPoint
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Using PDF 
on the 
Web

TRANSFORMING PDF 
GRAPHICS FOR THE WEB
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Using PDF 
on the 
Web

TRANSFORMING PDF 
GRAPHICS FOR THE WEB

Intermediate Step or Direct

Via Inkscape – Open Source
- Excellent vector graphics editor
- Outputs all Web formats
- Specialized SVG editor

Standalone Converter
- Batch convert
- Tailor SVG Features for Target Application
- Apply transparency, embed fonts, etc

PDF to SVG for the Web (and Apps)
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Short Demo PDF Graphics 
on the Web (SVG & PNG)
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Q&A
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Full Screen Closing Video
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New – Free PDF Cloud Conversion Service
URL   - ConvertPDF.Today
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Software Products
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Developer Tools
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