
Good and bad ways to create tables

Composing tables
for Universal Accessibility
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Table
 � Arrangement of data in rows and columns,  

or possibly in a more complex structure. 
Wikipedia
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Readable table
 � If the table is not planned in a readable form to begin with, the typo-

grapher can render it readable only by redesigning it from scratch. 
Robert Bringhurst, The Elements of Typographic Style
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Accessible table
 � Tables are regular when the number of logical cells is equal in each 

row after accounting for rowspan and colspan attributes
 �While PDF/UA-1 does not prohibit irregular tables, irregular tables are 

almost always a strong indicator of improper table structure. 
Matterhorn Protocol
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Fake tables (part 1)
 � Tables used as layout tools REALWORLDEXAMPLES!
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Fake tables (part 2)
 � Tables that are actually lists REALWORLDEXAMPLES!
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Nighmare tables
 � Tables that takes a few minutes to be read REALWORLDEXAMPLES!
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Rule of thumb
 � A good table can be described over the phone
 � An accessible table can be read starting from any of its cell
 � Repeating things is not bad
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Common mistakes
 � Ask the reader to guess 

the context
 � Empty cells

REALWORLDEXAMPLES!
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Common mistakes
 �Missing headers

REALWORLDEXAMPLES!
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Common mistakes
 �Overloaded headers REALWORLDEXAMPLES!
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 � Tetris

Common mistakes
REALWORLDEXAMPLES!
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Best practice
 � Talk with content creators before drafting
 � Don‘t group cells (in case, repeat the content)
 �Measurement units goes into cells, not into headers
 � Read the table starting from a random cell: does it work? (it shall) 
 � Format lists as lists, not as tables 
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Good tables
 �Use headers
 �Use both infographic and typography
 � Explicitate empty cells
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 �  Repeat content 
if needed 

Good tables
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 � Colums provide informations

Good tables
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 �  Rows provide 
informations

Good tables
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Tips
 � Disassemble, use regular paragraphs

<Artifact> <P>

Caution! Be careful 
when you remove 
the shelf supports.
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Tips
 � Transform to list

4.2 – The organization
1. Shall determine the interested parts
2. Shall determine the requirements
3. Shall monitor informations
4. Shall review informations

<H3>

<LI>

<LI>

<LI>

<LI>
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MadeToTag
 � Plug-in for InDesign
 � Tagged, accessible PDF
 � PDF/UA
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MadeToTag

Tagged PDF
Accessible PDF
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MadeToTag

Tagged PDF
Accessible PDF

PDF/UA creation tools
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MadeToTag

Tagged PDF
Accessible PDF

PDF/UA creation tools
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MadeToTag
 � Intuitive guided UI
 � Efficient workflow

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
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MadeToTag
 � Powerful tools
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MadeToTag
 � Powerful tools
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MadeToTag
 � Visual feedback for tags
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MadeToTag
 �…and much more!
 � https://axaio.com/MadeToTag
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