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Gartner predicts that by 2025 :

70% of new applications developed by 
enterprises will use low-code or no-code 
technologies. 

Session Overview
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What is Low Code Development …. ?

…and what are the implications for
PDF Developers and PDF Technology 
Companies?

Session Overview
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 Background :
 What is Low Code / No Code?
 Low Code Platforms and Common Use Cases
 Examples of PDF in Low Code Platforms

 Technical Implementation :
 Building PDF Technologies into Low Code Platforms

 The Future of Low Code and PDF

Agenda

PDF
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Where are we today?



6Copyright © 2021, PDF Association

What is the solution?
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Have we been here before?
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 This trend is disrupting traditional patterns of software 
development
 Shifting development towards cloud-based low-code 

platforms.
 Adoption of Low-Code application development by IT 

teams and “Citizen IT”.

Background
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 Low-code development is a way for developers to design applications 
quickly and with minimum hand-coding.
With the use of drag-and-drop features, lego-like intuitive components 

and business process maps, everyone can create custom digital solutions 
for their needs.
 Low Code allows businesses to rapidly address their challenges by coming 

up with quick digital solutions that require no deep coding knowledge.  

What is Low Code / No Code?
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 No Code
 Citizen developers require little 

training

 Limited control

 Tactical Apps, Point Solutions

 Shadow IT

No Code vs Low Code

 Low Code
 Professional developers or “advanced” 

Citizen developers

 More control and flexibility

 Part of core systems

 Extension of IT team’s capabilities
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“Citizen Developers”
 Pros
 Less IT Investment
 Speed
 Tap into staff knowledge
 Customize
 Cons
 Training
 Governance
 IT Sprawl
 Security Issues
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Web Applications
 Process Automation
 Document Processing
 PDF Generation

 PDF Data Extraction

 PDF Manipulation and Conversion

Low Code Platforms & Use Cases
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LCNC Extensions and PDF
Microsoft Power Automate                                         Zapier                                                  Salesforce
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Examples: PDF in Low Code Platforms

 Zapier Example :
 PDF Compression

 Salesforce Example :
 PDF Generation

 Power Automate Example :
 PDF Data Extraction
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Zapier and PDF Example

When a new email is received : 

If it has a PDF attachment, 
compress the PDF and upload 
it to Dropbox
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Zapier and PDF Example (Video)
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Salesforce and PDF Example

Generate a PDF : 

Using a custom document 
template and dynamic data
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Salesforce and PDF Example (Video)
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Power Automate and PDF Example

When a new invoice PDF is 
added to a SharePoint library : 

Extract the invoice number and  
amount from the PDF to update 
the SharePoint metadata
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Power Automate and PDF Example (Video)
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 Building PDF Technologies into Low Code Platforms
 Example implementation in Microsoft Power Automate

What does this involve?
 Cloud Service Architecture

 API and Backend

 Interface

 Scale Up/Out

 Geography

Technical Implementation
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Architecture
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OpenAPI Definition
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OpenAPI Definition
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Interface
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Documentation from Open API
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Architecture – Backend Services
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Backend Services  - Azure Functions
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Backend API endpoint
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Architecture – Azure API Management
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Architecture – Custom Connector
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Regions
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Scale Up
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Scale Out
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Support and Management
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 Building PDF Technologies into Low Code Platforms
 Example implementation in Microsoft Power Automate

What does this involve?
 Cloud Service Architecture

 API and Backend

 Interface

 Scale Up/Out

 Geography

Summary - Technical Implementation
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The Future of Low Code and PDF

PDF : Built in or Marketplace?
Hyper automation
AI everywhere
Enterprise Trust
Fusion Teams
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 Background :
 What is Low Code / No Code?
 Low Code Platforms and Common Use Cases
 Examples of PDF in Low Code Platforms

 Technical Implementation :
 Building PDF Technologies into Low Code Platforms

 The Future of Low Code and PDF

Summary

PDF
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