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§ Working with PDF technology since 1997
§ Enfocus, Gradual Software, Four Pees

§ Working in standardization since 1998
§ DDAP / ISO around PDF/X & PDF/A

§ GWG (Ghent Workgroup)

§ Now
§ CTO at Four Pees

§ Executive Director & co-chair of the Specification Subcommittee at GWG

Claim to fame



Setting the scene
We’re not in Kansas any longer
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§ Business card, roll-up banner, magazine, photo print, brochure, car wrap, 
highway billboard, floor tile, newspaper, photobook, mug, wallpaper, 
traffic sign, t-shirt, plate, pen, agenda, calendar, notebook, stamp, 
passport, money, plane wrap, rug, cap, curtain, greeting card…

§ Sheetfed print, roll print, offset, digital, pad print, gravure, flexo...

Graphic arts
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§ ISO
§ PDF/X

§ PDF/VT

§ PDF/VCR

§ GWG (Ghent Workgroup)
§ Based on PDF/X

§ Different variants per market segment / technology

Standards



Agenda
We all have one
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§ In graphic arts, standards are irrelevant

§ Graphic arts standards are way too broad

§ Standards are badly constructed

Three strange claims



Irrelevant
Printers don’t care about standards
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§ Set up common rules for PDF files…
§ What can you do

§ What are you not allowed to do

§ What should you do

§ …so that those PDF files are fit for use

The purpose of PDF standards
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§ “so that the PDF can be printed as expected”
§ The ”X” in PDF/X comes from?

§ Does a PDF need to be PDF/X or GWG compliant in order to be printed?
§ No

§ Does it help?
§ Yes, the chance a file is good is higher

Fit for use



Too broad
Standards are so relaxed as to be unusable

11



12Copyright © 2022, PDF Association

§ Business card, roll-up banner, magazine, photo print, brochure, car wrap, 
highway billboard, floor tile, newspaper, photobook, mug, wallpaper, 
traffic sign, t-shirt, plate, pen, agenda, calendar, notebook, stamp, 
passport, money, plane wrap, rug, cap, curtain, greeting card…

§ Sheetfed print, roll print, offset, digital, pad print, gravure, flexo...

Graphic arts
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§ PDF/A: so the PDF can be archived long-term
§ PDF/UA: so the PDF can be used by accessibility software

Fit for use
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§ Business card, roll-up banner, magazine, photo print, brochure, car wrap, 
highway billboard, floor tile, newspaper, photobook, mug, wallpaper, 
traffic sign, t-shirt, plate, pen, agenda, calendar, notebook, stamp, 
passport, money, plane wrap, rug, cap, curtain, greeting card…

§ Sheetfed print, roll print, offset, digital, pad print, gravure, flexo...

Graphic arts
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§ PDF/A: so the PDF can be archived long-term
§ PDF/UA: so the PDF can be used by accessibility software

§ PDF/X: so the PDF can be printed
§ Covers only very, very basic requirements

§ Because of the broadness of the market segment

§ GWG: so the PDF can be printed
§ Covers slightly more of the requirements

Fit for use



Badly constructed
Standards are delivered the wrong way
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§ People who need to understand or implement the standard
§ Industry experts, integrators, educators

§ Technical people at vendors

§ Not the end-users

Audience
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GWG 2015
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GWG 2022
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GWG 2022
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GWG 2022
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§ In graphic arts, standards are irrelevant

§ Graphic arts standards are way too broad

§ Standards are badly constructed

Three strange claims



That’s all folks!
Questions, rebuttals, insults…
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