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Mission
“To promote Open Standards-based electronic 
document implementations using PDF 
technology through education, expertise and 
shared experience for stakeholders worldwide.”

Board of Directors, October 15, 2015



PDF Association members
• 158 active members in 24 countries
– Corporations
– Individuals

• 27 liaisons with governmental and non-profit 
organizations



Organization
• The PDF Association e.V. is a 

Germany-based partly non-profit 
business association.

• Its Board of Directors meets regularly 
to set policies and objectives for both 
e.V. and Inc., and to review new 
candidates for membership.

• Its Technical, Liaison and other 
Working Groups operate self-defined 
schedules and objectives.

• The PDF Association, Inc. is a US-based 
501(c)(6) nonprofit organization with a 
single member; the PDF Association, e.V.

• It operates the standards development 
secretariat for ISO TC 171 SC 2.

• It processes membership payments for 
US-based members.

• It sells ISO standards for PDF technology on 
behalf of ANSI.

• It functions as the organizationʼs US-based 
contracting arm.



Regular meetings
• 3D PDF TWG
• 3D PDF Users LWG
• Deriving HTML from PDF TWG
• EA-PDF LWG
• LaTeX Project LWG
• PDF Accessibility LWG
• PDF Digital Signatures TWG
• PDF Forms TWG
• PDF Reuse TWG
• PDF TWG
• PDF/A TWG
• PDF/UA TWG
• Print Product Metadata LWG
• PDF/UA Processor Requirements LWG

Technical & Liaison Working Groups
Occasional meetings
• PDF/R TWG
• PDF/UA MWG
• PDF/VT TWG
• Accessibility Service Bureau WG



Public resources







Publications and Events
● Technical Working Groups
● Technical notes
● Application notes
● Test Suites
● Reference Suites
● Best-practice documents
● PDF Days, technical conferences and workshops
● PDF Days presentations (videos)
● Participation in ISO committees













Members-only resources
Individual membership

• Update your personal profile
• Join working groups
• Post non-commercial articles
• Access drafts of ISO publications
• Access working-group resources

Full membership
• Invite your colleagues
• Post company information
• Post company news and products
• Access Solution Agent requests
• Use the member logo



Some of whatʼs happening now
Forum Activity
ISO Standards Developing ISO standards for PDF technology via ISO TC 171 SC 2 

(Many documents under development, see previous presentation)

Industry Working Groups 18 TWG and LWGs responding to diverse needs

    PDF TWG Hosting a public GitHub repo capturing errata for PDF standards
Considering ISO standardized extensions to PDF

    PDF/UA TWG Operating as the ISO editing committee developing PDF/UA-2

    PDF Reuse TWG Developing a specification for “Well-tagged PDF”

    Accessibility LWG Developing formal techniques for accessible PDF

    Email archiving Developing a specification for using PDF to archive email

    PDF/UA Processor Requirements Developing a specification for PDF/UA processors

    PPM LWG Just published Designer and Developer editions of “Best Practice in 
creating PDF files for Variable Data Printing”



Vendor-neutrality

• We do not develop software in competition with our members
• We do not endorse specific vendors
• We aim to lift all boats



Your questions!
How can we help?

North America

Duff Johnson
Chief Executive Officer
P- +1 617 283 4226
E – duff.johnson@pdfa.org

Betsy Fanning
Standards Director
P +1 571 218 9817
E - betsy.fanning@pdfa.org

Europe

Matthias Wagner
Operations Director
P - +49 (0)30 814 546 510
E – matthias.wagner@pdfa.org

Thomas Zellmann
Evangelist
P - +49 (0)30 39 40 50-50
E – thomas.zellmann@pdfa.org  

Australasia

Peter Wyatt
Chief Technical Officer
T - @petervwyatt
E – peter.wyatt@pdfa.org


