
	
Skip to content
					
						
	
		
	


Featured articles



	
	
	
				
  
    
  

  
    Game-changing new free specification enables interoperable reuse and accessibility for PDF
  



	
	
	
	






	
	
	
			Announcing the PDF Forensics LWG
	What AI should be doing with documents







Discover pdfa.org

	Review publications from the PDF Association and ISO
	The technical index lists critical resources for developers
	Learn which companies are PDF Association members
	Review hundreds of presentations from our events




Key resources

	Try the new VS Code extension for PDF syntax
	Check out our cheat sheets for PDF developers
	Get PDF’s latest specification, ISO 32000-2 at no cost
	Add ISO 32000-2 errata via our public GitHub repo, and check out the resolutions





Get involved

	Discover the benefits of PDF Association membership
	Join the PDF Association!
	Review the PDF technical community’s working groups


  






How do you find the right PDF technology vendor? 
Use the Solution Agent to ask the entire PDF communuity!

The PDF Association celebrates its members’ public statements 
of support for ISO-standardized PDF technology.







	
  



                  
                    
                  
                


	        


	Solution Agent
	About Us
	Board and staff members
	Working Group chairs
	Contact us
	About us
	About PDF












MENUMENU


	News
	Events
	Resources
	Technical index
	Publications
	ISO standards
	Download ISO 32000
	Specifications errata
	GitHub repositories
	Glossary of PDF terms
	Presentations
	Accessible PDF



	Community
	Technical WGs
	Liaison WGs
	Marketing WGs
	US TAG WGs



	Member
	Member Area
	Members
	Product showcase
	Case studies
	White papers
	Feature support
	Membership benefits
	Join the PDF Association



	About us
	Board and staff members
	Working Group chairs
	Contact us
	About us



	Member area
	        









	



			
		
	



		


MENUMENU


	News
	Events
	Resources
	Technical index
	Publications
	ISO standards
	Download ISO 32000
	Specifications errata
	GitHub repositories
	Glossary of PDF terms
	Presentations
	Accessible PDF



	Community
	Technical WGs
	Liaison WGs
	Marketing WGs
	US TAG WGs



	Member
	Member Area
	Members
	Product showcase
	Case studies
	White papers
	Feature support
	Membership benefits
	Join the PDF Association



	About us
	Board and staff members
	Working Group chairs
	Contact us
	About us



	Member area
	        











	


  
	




	
	
	
		


  
  

  Explore membership benefits

  

  
  

  




  
  
  
  
Explore membership benefits

  

  
  


	
	
	
	



	




	
	
	
		

  
  

  PDF Association on pdfa.org

  

  


  




 
  
  
Related company page

  

  
  
  


	
	
	
	



	




	
	
	
		


  
  

  Become a Member!

  

  
  

  




  
  
  
  
Become a Member!

  

  
  


	
	
	
	



  


    

    
    
    
    
    




					

				

	
				
			
	
		
			

	
		
		
			
	
		
			
		

	

	
		GWG Webinar: Why are you still using a 20-year-old standard? Stop that!


      Join this webinar to learn why PDF/X-1a was a good idea 20 years ago, but no longer today and find out about more modern standards.
		

            
    




	
	
	
		
		
			
About the author: The PDF Association staff delivers a vendor-neutral platform for PDF’s stakeholders, facilitating the development of open specifications and ISO standards for PDF technology. Staff members include: Alexandra Oettler (Editor), Betsy Fanning … Read more
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As part of its ongoing education campaign, the Ghent Workgroup is organizing a webinar around the adoption of GWG and ISO standards on Tuesday, January 23, 2024, at 4 pm CET. Join the webinar to learn about the current state of affairs, best practices advocated by the Ghent Workgroup, and our perspective on future standards. Refresh yourself on the most important differences between the PDF/X standards and learn why you should use, and often why you should not use specific versions of the standard. Christian Blaise and David van Driessche, who combined have close to 60 years of experience with PDF, standards, and automation, are your hosts for this webinar.

“The ‘invention’ of PDF/X-1 goes back to 1999; it finally became an ISO standard under the name PDF/X-1a in 2001,” remarks David van Driessche, Executive Director of the Ghent Workgroup and CTO at Four Pees: “The PDF format itself was in its infancy at that time, it was just barely starting to be adopted by our industry. The amazing thing is that 25 years later, this standard still accounts for more than half of the PDF files floating around in print workflows”.

Never change a winning team

Our industry is conservative, and often for good reasons: in a production environment, you want smooth operations. If something works, why change it? “That is probably the explanation we get most often from people when asking them why they are still using PDF/X-1a,” comments Christian Blaise, Ghent Workgroup Marketing Officer and Head of Customer Success at Four Pees: “The problem is that the world has changed, and that these days, PDF/X-1a often does more bad than good.”. Why is that?

An old standard

In the 25 years since the inception of the PDF/X-1a standard, many new possibilities were introduced into PDF, most notably support for transparency. PDF/X-1a does not support these modern features and requires invasive measures (such as transparency flattening) to avoid them. When 25 years ago the standard prevented problems, now it often causes problems. And yet, people continue using it.

What is the solution?

“We’re the first to acknowledge that one needs to be practical and down-to-earth in production workflows,” said Christian and David. “We have been implementing such workflows for years (David and Christian combined have close to 60 years of experience with PDF, standards, and automation). Join us for this webinar, and get an overview of the available standards, the ones we think you should be using and the ones you can easily forget about for the foreseeable future.”.

What will be covered?

The webinar will provide an overview of available standards from ISO (and their correlation to GWG standards), point out weaknesses and strengths of those standards, and guide you to what the Ghent Workgroup thinks you should be using today. It will also look ahead at the future, so you know what other standards may be coming down the pipeline and tell you whether you need to worry about those or not.

Register for this webinar today. 
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